THE DEARBORN INDEPENDENT

Let Us Get Back to the Land—By Water

are in place, they require almost no attention at

e -ﬂ:tq. Y [ ; "‘ . n y nower s ‘ 150 -
§é HOME! B}! JOSEPH JE"I LR;S()‘\ 0 .\ 11[. I, ;,11;‘ ':ri-,:“.;l‘. 1.;{1 c‘;?l‘:(; Ism‘:i?ll 1:;5 (jlust bc:'l'or;:'

From all over the United States comes
the cry.
“A home!"

Hundreds of thousands, in our big cities, are clamor-
ing for the thing which comes second in man's needs—
shelter, .

Whether it be a flat er an entire residence, or merely
a room m a lodging-house or hotel, it seems as though
almost every other persan to be met wants one, )

The newspapers tell us of fat bribes offered to jan-
itors for inf ation as to who's going to vacate next,
and when. We read, again, of grimly determined souls
the obituary columns and then

r mform
who each morning scan ‘
hurry to the kinsfolk of the late lamented with the
hopefully-voiced query, “Are vou going to move
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News comes of “tent towns™ established by municipal
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ties, of hundreds quartered in churches and armories.
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I still others sleeping even these cool nights in parks

nd public squares,
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Why is all this?

There was little or no building of homes or apart-
ments while we were at war, and while
increased normally, shelter for it did
main reason for the overcrowd: The

country lads, enrottte to training camps or overseas
service, or on their way back therefrom. ghimpsed for
the first time the supposed fascinations of the big cities,
and, once out of khaki, remained in the urban centers

" 1 I1d not retisrn thae f 1 That 1¢ 10ther reac 10
and did not return to the tarm. That 1s another reasq
1or the congestion

- ’ '.

Various other explanations might be made. But.
disregarding them all, the outstanding fact would seem
to be:

Our hio cittes are .:"_, 7 ';.'5"' too big P ‘."::.:,, e
good—and are getting bigger.

“Stay here !
From all over the land comes this appeal, too.
“Stay here!"

Scores of thousands of farmers, near the small
towns and wvillages. are erving for men to help them
produce that which comes first in humanity's needs—
100d.

As many small shop-keepers and small-scale pro-

ducers of goods, in the hamlets. are pleading for as-
sistance so that they may go on with their businesses

But the little-community young people are not stay-
ng where they are asked to, The chronicles of the

lay record from the outlying districts the same sort

of struggle for labor—the same bribery and all the
rest ot it—that appears in the cities' st for shelter.
It is an undisputed fact th: e United States,
which should be the greatest § -producing country
in the world, did not. this vear, grow for its inhabitants
much more than what they actually needed. The re-
sult was that prices were high; that those unable to
pay them were undernourished: while those who were
able to pay voiced bitter protest about the cost and
added to the general atm sphere of discontent and un-

rest which pervades the world
And why was this?
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c: weed centers, In fa(?. just the reverse probably
would be true Tired city-workers would seek the
smaller, newer, brighter places. ‘ '
There would be in such towns a gnod

the population not industrially inclined, from wl 'af;-.’ri;--
farmer could draw the help that he .now”r';u-r"lisl‘- ‘ 4{)‘L
better yet, agriculture and manufacture could be‘ co 5
bmcd. as some fnrward-looki::g €CoNOmists insist hm‘
mevitably it shall be. S

The farmer, during his dull season, could work ;
the factqry. thus increasing his OWN  prosperit 'S
mterest in life. The factory-hand. d-:*n'rl-.gg thybm
periods of the agriculturist, could go out on th: falll'g
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